
14 1514

Take a look at phylogame.org 

Here you can print out a starter deck 
or, if you prefer, you can choose your 
own favourite plants and animals and 
build your own unique deck. Once you 
have some cards – you need 24 to get 
going – take a look at the rules and 
start playing. It’s that simple.

The aim of the game is to create 
card networks – a bit like connecting 
dominoes – to build an ecosystem. 
Species cards can be linked by 
common terrain (desert, underwater, 
rainforest), climate (temperate, 
tropical, arctic) and food needs 
(carnivore, herbivore). You can also 
challenge (and upset) a player’s 
ecosystem with event cards such 
as habitat loss, a severe drought or 
migration of species. 

Right now, there’s around 200 cards 
available, but with continual input 
from scientists, artists and gamers 
you can discover a new card on 
the website almost every day and 
everything is free.

Especially for Second Nature readers, 
the Museum and the Phylo project 
have created a special starter deck 
showing creatures (species) you can 
find in the galleries or Wildlife Garden. 
One species can be found at The 
Natural History Museum at Tring – do 
you know which one? Just look for the 
Natural History Museum link on the 
website, download it, and see if you 
can find all the creatures when you 
next visit.

Want to get more involved? 
You can contribute images to 
the Phylo project. Upload your 
images onto your Flickr account, 
then add them to one of three 
groups on the website: illustration, 
photography or school. To set up 
a free Flickr account, please visit 
www.flickr.com

Phylo – THE TRADING CARD GAME

Increase Biodiversity

Event card

PLAY: can be played immediately for below effect and then

discarded.
EFFECT: Allows player to look through his/her discard pile,

and choose 1 SPECIES card to put back into his/her hand.
Image by demonflair

demonflair.deviantart.com/

Event

Muskox
Ovibos moschatus

 

7 POINTS

• Ovibos moschatus has a MOVE of 2.

"When the herd is threatened, the bulls and cows will face

outward to form a stationary ring or semicircle around the

calves."

Cold, CoolImage by Kirsten Call

www.kirstencall.com
US Fish and Wildlife Service
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Field MapleAcer campestre

 

4 POINTS

• Acer campestre has a SPREAD of 1.

Cool,
Warm

Image by Carl Axel Magnus Lindman

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carl_Axel_Magnus_Lindman

Plantae,Angiosperms,Eudicots

Resplendant Quetzal

Pharomachrus mocinno

 

5 POINTS

• Pharomachrus mocinno has a FLIGHT of 2.

The ancient Aztecs and Maya viewed the quetzal as the

"god of the air" and as a symbol of goodness and light.

Cool,

Warm

Image by Tricia Arnold

babbletrish.blogspot.com/
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Tsunami
Event Card

PLAY: on 1 SPECIES card, that is neighbouring an
OCEAN card.

EFFECT: Convert to OCEAN terrain for 1 turn. Discardplayed SPECIES that are incompatible. Note that speciescapable of FLIGHT are exempt.

Image by Devin Young
logic-bomb42.deviantart.com/

Event

Bald EagleHaliaeetus leucocephalus

 

8 POINTS

• Haliaeetus leucocephalus has a FLIGHT of 2.

• Haliaeetus leucocephalus needs to be adjacent to at least

one FOREST and one WATER BASE terrain.

Cool,Warm

Image by Joanna Barnum

www.joannabarnum.com/

Animalia,Chordata,Aves

Fennec FoxVulpes zerda
 

6 POINTS• Vulpes zerda has a MOVE of 2.

Families of Vulpes zerda can dig huge underground dens.

Warm, Hot

Image by Heather E. Harlowphylogame.org
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Atlantic Footballfish

Himantolophus groenlandicus

 

10 POINTS

• H. groenlandicus has a MOVE of 2.

• H. groenlandicus can act as a PARASITE on other H.

groenlandicus cards in play.

At maturity, th
e much smaller male becomes a parasite of

the female
Cold, Cool

Image by Adam Smith

rupted.deviantart.com/
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Overpopulation

Event card

PLAY: on 1 SPECIES card of FOOCHAIN 2 or higher (on

any TERRAIN).EFFECT: Any SPECIES card that is the "diet" of the played

card is immediately discarded.Image by Catherine Fielder

l-h4x3d.deviantart.com/

Event

Shore Crab

Carcinus maenas

 

8 POINTS

• Carcinus maenas has a MOVE of 2.

• Carcinus maenas must be placed adjacent to at least one

OCEAN terrain card.
Cool,

Warm

Image by Coral Cargill

bluecnidaria.deviantart.com/
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Eurasian OtterLutra lutra

 

4 POINTS

• Lutra lutra has a MOVE of 2.Lutra lutra must be adjacent to at least one FRESHWATER

terrain card.

Cool,
Warm

Image by jfapeacockjfapeacock.deviantart.com/

Animalia,Chordata,Mammalia

Move over Pokemon and Top Trumps – whether you 
enjoy collecting and playing with trading cards, or are 
a complete beginner, but you love the Museum and 
the natural world, then the Phylo trading card game is 
perfect for you. 

Home Card

Natural History Museum, London

• This is a HOME card. The game starts with each player

having a HOME card played on the table next to each

other.

• HOME
 cards represent all TERRA

IN and CLIMAT
E

values.

NHM
piclib.nh

m.ac.uk
/piclib/w

ww/

Start
er

WIN
£30 of Museum vouchers to 
spend in the Museum shops 
or online

The iconic blue whale in Mammals 
is a huge life-size model. Send us a 
drawing of this awesome mammal 
and, if your picture is chosen, you 
will see it featured on the blue 
whale trading card, as well as 
winning £30 of gift vouchers.

Entries must be submitted on a 
landscape A4 sheet of white paper. 
Please do not write anything 
on the drawing, but include the 
details requested below on a 
separate piece of paper.

Please send your drawing with 
your name, age, address and 
Membership number to Second 
Nature, Membership Office, The 
Natural History Museum, Cromwell 
Road, London SW7 5BD. 

Send your entries in before  
31 March 2011.

Polar Bear
Ursus maritimus  

12 POINTS

• Ursus maritimus has a MOVE of 2.

• Ursus maritimus can feed on creatures of SCALE 8 or
less.

Cold
Image by Ashley Nava
quicksilvercreatures.wordpress.com/
Ansgar Walk

Animalia,Chordata,Mammalia

 
See this 

issue’s poster 
for 36 cards to 

cut out and start 
playing with

With thanks to David Ng,  
Special Projects and Innovations


